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General Recycling Labels 

 

European Ecolabel 

 
Europe-wide award given to non-food 
products which minimise impact on the 
environment. 

 Green Dot 
 
The Green Dot symbol indicates that a 
contribution has been made to an 
authorised packaging recovery scheme. 
This is used in EU countries, but not in the 
UK. Permission to use the trademark is 
obtainable under license for export 
purposes.  
 

 Mobius 
 
Indicates that a product, or part of a 
product, is recyclable.      

 Nordic Swan 
 
This symbol is used on products that have 
had their manufacturing process assessed 
for impact on the environment. This label is 
concerned with impact to the environment 
during manufacture rather than the 
recycled content and the selection of raw 
materials.  

  
Tidyman 
 
Do not litter - dispose of with care 
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Recycling Labels  Plastic Recycling Labels 

 Polyethylene 
terephthalate                                               
                         
Example: fizzy drinks bottles and oven-
ready meal trays 
. 

 High-density polyethylene 
 
Example: milk bottles and washing-up 
liquids 

 Polyvinyl Chloride 
 
Example: Cling film, food trays, shampoo 
bottles and bottles for water 
 

 Low-density polyethylene 
 
Example: Carrier bags and bin 
liners             
 

  
Polypropylene  
 
Example: Margarine tubs and 
microwaveable meal trays 
 

  
Polystyrene 
 
Example: Egg cartons, foam meat trays, 
hamburger boxes, protective packaging for 
electronic goods, toys, vending cups and 
yoghurt pots 
 

 Plastics not in the above categories 
 
Example: Melamine, which is often used in 
plastic cups and plate 
 

Metal Recycling Labels 

 Aluminium 
 
Shows that the packaging is made from 
recyclable aluminium.  
Example: Food and drink can 
 

 Steel 
 
This symbol indicates that the packaging is 
made from recyclable steel. However, 
please note that not all products that 
contain recyclable steel will carry this logo. 
For example, cookers and  fridges have 
recyclable parts but may not have this logo. 
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Recycling Labels  
  

Glass Recycling Symbols 

 Put in bottle bank 
 
Applicable to all recyclable glass 
Example: Jam jars and wine bottles 
. 

Paper Recycling Symbols 

 National Association of Paper 
Merchants 
 
This mark is awarded to all paper or board 
that is made from a minimum of 75% 
genuine paper and board waste, no part of 
which should contain mill produced waste 
fibre 
 

 ESY system 
 
This is a German system for reclaiming 
and recycling used paper and corrugated 
board containers. The symbol denotes that 
the packaging will be recycled and re-
used.  
 

Wood Recycling Symbols 

 Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
 
This is the trademark of the Forest 
Stewardship Council. Products carrying 
this symbol are made of wood from forests 
managed according to strict environmental, 
social and economic standards. 
 

 Programme for Endorsement of Forest 
Certification 
 
Assurance that the product comes from 
certified forests managed according to the 
pan-European criteria as defined by the 
resolutions of the Helsinki and Lisbon 
Ministerial Conferences of 1993 and 1998 
on the Protection of Forests in Europe 
 


